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òYOU CAN DO ITó 

I Can Do It, You Can Do It And Together We Can Achieve Our Goals  

From the Principalõs desk 

Meet the Teacher and hear about our 

goals for 2010 on Wednesday 17th 

February at 6pm in the hall.  

2010 will be another exciting year for 

us.  This year one of our school goals is 

to gain our Green Gold Environmental 
Award.  Last year we gained our second 

silver award so we are well on the way.  

It is very important for our children to 

learn how to care for the environment.  

Each class will be working on an  
environmental project during the year. 

These projects have been taken from 

our Vision Map, which is displayed in 

the foyer of the school office.  

School Working Bee - Please 

Help  

On Saturday 20th February from 9.30am to 
12noon we want to work on tidying up our 
school grounds so that our school is  
looking fantastic.  We would be very  
grateful if you were able to come along and 
help with things such as weeding, watering, 

sweeping and tidying.  

Spotlight On é 

FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

Board of Trustees Elections 2010  

Every state and state -integrated school in New Zealand 

has a board of trustees.  It is the employer of all school 

staff and sets the schoolõs overall strategic direction. 

The school's principal is the boardõs ôchief executiveõ and 

manages the school operation in line with the boardõs 

policies.  The membership of the school board includes 

elected parent representatives, an elected staff  

representative and the principal.    

This year is election year for  school Board  

members.  The election will be held  on the 7th of May.  

Being a Trustee is a time commitment but it is a  

wonderful opportunity to help shape the direction of the 

school.  Skills or strengths which are useful include:  

¶ Marketing background  

¶ Finance background 

¶ Good communication skills 

¶ Confidence in expressing oneself - willing to speak up  

      and be an advocate   

¶ A commitment to professional development.  

You can find out more about what being a Trustee  

involves in several ways:  

¶ Read the blue and green brochure which should  

accompany this newsletter.   Otherwise you can ask for a 

copy at the school office.  

¶ Come to the Meet the Teachers night on the 17th of 

February, where you can meet members of the current 

Board. 

¶ Come along to our next  Board meeting to see how 

meetings operate and what we cover.   The date of the 

next meeting is Tuesday the 9th of March at 6.30 pm in 

the McGarry room at the office side of the school hall.  

¶ Talk to our Chairperson, Kaaren Holland -Kara,  

ph 849 5847.  

For interested parents there will be a time to talk to 

board members in the McGarry room at 7.15 straight 

after the Meet the Teacher on Wednesday 17th Feb.  

Welcome to all our new families  



 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER  

           TERM 1  
 

12 February  

Room16 & 17 Assembly at 

1.50pm  
15 February  

Whanau meeting in  

staffroom at 5.30 pm  
17 February  

Meet the Teacher at 6 pm  

20 February (Saturday)  
Working Bee 9.30am  

23 February  

Swimming Sports  
25 February  

Eden/Albert Cricket &  

Softball   

26 February  
Room 7 & 8 Assembly at 

1.50pm  

1 March  
Friends of the School    

Meeting 6pm in staffroom  

9 March  
BOT meeting at 6.30pm  

12 March  

Farewell assembly for Mrs.  
Smythe plus farewell  

evening for staff, parents 

and ex parents ñmore  

details soon.  

 

Hats must be worn by 
all students in term 

one. Please make sure 
these hats are named.  

        

           GREEN  
        TIP  

 

Wrap sandwiches and other 

lunch items in paper wrap  

instead of plastic wrap.  

Paper can go to the worm farm 

and not fill up our bins. Paper 

wrap is also much cheaper 

than plastic wrap!  

Please support our generous sponsors  

Help! Baby Needed for Roots of Empathy Programme 

We need a baby aged from 2 months to 4 months to come and visit 

Room 19 every few weeks during the year so that the class can follow 

the babyôs growth and learn about a babyôs needs.  Jennifer Browne 

takes this programme and parents who have come along have really 

enjoyed it. 

 

National Standards 

You will have seen a great deal in the media recently about the National  

Standards.  I am confident that, at our school we are already meeting these 
standards.  Three years ago we surveyed all our parents and had meetings  

asking you what you required as far as being reported to.  Parents decided 

they preferred written reports twice a year instead of just the end of the year, 

which we had been doing.  Parents wanted to know how their children were 
progressing in Reading, Writing and Maths.  They wanted to know whether 

their child was below, above or average.  They also liked having interviews 

with the teacher with their child involved.  We took notice of all the things we 

were asked to do and changed our reporting procedures. 

We are in agreement with having national standards but are concerned that 

they are being rushed into schools without any trials taking place.  As a school 
we have looked at some of the reading expectations and find they have some 

anomalies in them.  We may do one type of testing and another school may do 

something different, therefore the results would be different.  We would be 
very unhappy to see League Tables, particularly with inconsistent data       

reported. 

Increasing student achievement particularly in Reading, Writing and Maths is 
what is most important to us.  We set goals at the beginning of the year and 

student achievement is monitored carefully throughout the year by the class 

teachers,  team leaders, curriculum leaders, management and the Board of 

Trustees, to ensure your students are progressing. 

On Thursday the NZEI (our teacher union) will have a bus coming to our 

school to pick up a petition to request the National Standards are trialed in our 
schools before they are introduced nationally.  The petition is in our school 

office if you would like to sign it. 

 

Lunches - Available Thursdays 

Each Thursday this term Kauri team will be selling sausages for $2.00 and hot 

dogs for $3.00 for lunch to raise money for their school camp. Halal sausages 

are available. 

 

Learn Music at School 

We are most fortunate in being able to offer specialist music lessons at our 

school. Many parents and grandparents regret they were never given the  
opportunity to learn a musical instrument. Your child will be receiving an  

enrolment form for the ñMusic In Schoolsò Programme this week.   

Enrolments close on Friday 12 February.  Please make sure the form is  

returned to the school office by this date so that your child does not miss out 

on developing their musical talent. 

Swimming Lessons 

These lessons are now full.  There was a great response to these private 

lessons which we have organized. 




